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Newsletter #24 (May 2025)

Nuclear for Ireland - need becoming clearer

Who sees nuclear is needed in Ireland?

Call for nuclear debate in Ireland and greater consideration of AI impact

on workplace and energy needs - AI Advisory Council

Call to consider nuclear energy - Fianna Fáil TD on RTE Radio, acting

on concerns from his constituents

Ireland must consider SMRs to achieve zero-carbon energy by 2050 -

Irish Academy of Engineering

Poll shows 62% of Irish are positive towards nuclear energy, with only

25% being negative (a decrease of 14% from previous poll) - Poll results

below

Why look at nuclear in Ireland?
This month, we're advised to limit growth to what Renewables can

provide; 

- Renewables aren't growing at the rate required; 

- our green energy policy is 'in a fog'; 

- we're still installing fossil fuels; 

- Grid Stability concerns may further delay Renewables build-out;

- and SMRs could become commercially available by 2030.

Here are the links to these stories:

https://dashboard.mailerlite.com/preview/354587/emails/153204083462768487
https://www.18for0.ie/
https://www.18for0.ie/
https://www.irishtimes.com/business/innovation/2025/02/21/greater-debate-needed-on-ai-impact-on-workplace-and-energy-needs-government-advisor-group-warns/
https://www.rte.ie/radio/radio1/clips/22500719/
https://iae.ie/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/IAE-SMR-Report-Final.pdf


Ireland should limit demand to suit the growth in renewables - Climate
Change Advisory Council report, Section 5.3.2 (p15)

Ireland’s action for transition to green power sector "headed into fog" -

devastating report from National Economic and Social Council

Ireland's electricity supply faces ongoing pressure due to increases in

demand

Wind supplied only 27.9% of our electricity last month, down from
33.6% in April 2024. April averaged 30% between 2018 and 2024

CRU proposes to allow fossil fuels to power data centres

300MW SMR construction approved in Canada - GE-Hitachi BWRX-300

SMR

3 final tenders submitted in Great British Nuclear SMR competition,

any of which could suit Ireland - GE-Hitachi, Rolls Royce and Holtec.

Winners due to be announced around 11 June 2025

Although the cause of the Iberian blackout on Monday is not finally

identified, "France's heavy reliance on nuclear power provides another
safeguard" in the event of a major issue. EirGrid understands this issue

well, thankfully

Poll shows 62% of Irish are positive towards nuclear energy, with only

25% being negative (a decrease of 14% from previous poll) - Poll

results below

https://www.climatecouncil.ie/councilpublications/annualreviewandreport/CCAC-AR2025-Electricity-FINAL.pdf#page=24
https://www.irishtimes.com/tags/national-economic-and-social-council/
https://www.irishtimes.com/business/2025/03/25/electricity-supplies-face-ongoing-pressure-due-to-increases-in-demand/
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/wind-generation-ireland-april-2025-martin-howley-0nefe/
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7297702023641133057/
https://www.canada.ca/en/nuclear-safety-commission/news/2025/04/commission-authorizes-ontario-power-generation-inc-to-construct-1-bwrx-300-reactor-at-the-darlington-new-nuclear-project-site.html
https://www.newcivilengineer.com/latest/final-tenders-submitted-in-great-british-nuclear-smr-competition-11-04-2025/
https://www.euronews.com/my-europe/2025/04/29/is-france-protected-from-a-major-power-outage-as-seen-in-spain-and-portugal
https://www.euronews.com/my-europe/2025/04/29/is-france-protected-from-a-major-power-outage-as-seen-in-spain-and-portugal


Nuclear: Europe

World Bank policy to soon allow nuclear energy? World Bank President

to seek "all-of-the-above" policy, including nuclear

https://dashboard.mailerlite.com/preview/354587/emails/153204083462768487
https://dashboard.mailerlite.com/preview/354587/emails/153204083462768487
https://www.world-nuclear-news.org/articles/world-bank-looking-into-potential-support-for-nuclear-energy


A Roadmap to successfully develop nuclear energy - incisive, short

presentation from Fortum

France targets AI powered by nuclear - wants leadership role

Nuclear Alliance of EU Member States - 15 EU nations declare that there

is no net zero without nuclear, large and small

European Nuclear Alliance to strengthen nuclear formed by 14 business

federations to provide decarbonized, economic power.

20MW SMR licensing begins in Britain - Last Energy targets 2028

operation

300MW SMR plan advances in Britain - GE Hitachi BWRX-300 SMR

Increase EU focus on nuclear energy and energy security - Sweden 

Italy may revert to nuclear for energy security and self-sufficiency

Spain to reverse its nuclear phase-out - Congress approves proposal

Germany considers nuclear power again after recent election

Christian Democrats advocate for German nuclear revival

Slovenia nuclear plant example - the reactor Ireland could have had!

https://fortum.videosync.fi/2025-03-24-newnuclearstudy
https://www.politico.eu/article/emmanuel-macron-answer-donald-trump-fossil-fuel-drive-artificial-intelligence-ai-action-summit/
https://www.government.se/statements/2025/03/meeting-of-the-nuclear-alliance-in-the-margin-of-the-energy-council-march-17-2025/
https://www.world-nuclear-news.org/articles/european-business-nuclear-alliance-launched
https://www.onr.org.uk/our-work/what-we-regulate/new-reactors/licensing-of-new-reactors/
https://www.neimagazine.com/news/ge-advances-uk-smr-collaboration/
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/companies/pro-nuclear-sweden-urges-more-eu-focus-on-energy-security/ar-AA1AWuVn
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/italys-government-adopts-plan-return-nuclear-power-2025-02-28/
https://www.world-nuclear-news.org/articles/proposal-to-reverse-spains-nuclear-phase-out-approved-by-parliament
https://www.ans.org/news/2025-02-11/article-6755/germany-election-brings-nuclear-power-back-into-spotlight/
https://www.politico.eu/article/germany-election-jens-spahn-nuclear-energy-comeback/
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7305875560776290304/


Clean energy funding should be technology-neutral - call in Denmark

Nuclear: USA, Canada & Global

Triple nuclear energy by 2050 - call from Google, Meta, Amazon, 14

financial institutions and 31 countries

Top 10 SMRs to watch in 2025 - Reuters update

345 MW SMR gets federal, union backing - TerraPower's Natrium

300 MW SMR fleet plans expanded - Holtec and Hyundai

No observable cancer impact after Fukishima - United Nations

"Large Modular Reactors" to be allowed - Illinois

Hydrogen hub secures major funding - Philadelphia Mid-Atlantic Clean

Hydrogen Hub MACH2

Good summary from Béla Hanratty in Keeling Capital of latest status of
various nuclear technologies

Outreach

https://x.com/sollidnuclear/status/1898784154856370330
https://www.cnbc.com/2025/03/12/amazon-google-and-meta-support-tripling-nuclear-power-by-2050.html
https://1.reutersevents.com/LP=37835?extsource=top10smrhotspot_report_smartbrief
https://www.enr.com/articles/60398-next-gen-4b-nuclear-power-plant-in-wyo-gets-key-approvals-union-labor-agreement
https://www.ans.org/news/2025-02-25/article-6797/holtec-and-hyundai-expand-smr300-fleet-plans-starting-with-palisades/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/weplanetaus_breaking-press-release-today-is-the-activity-7305114528613027840-CZkG?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAAQPQ4UBUAOIpGa-vkumWzZpnqh6wSxTsBk
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/weplanetaus_breaking-press-release-today-is-the-activity-7305114528613027840-CZkG?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAAQPQ4UBUAOIpGa-vkumWzZpnqh6wSxTsBk
https://x.com/cornoisseur/status/1901363207920570584
https://www.phillymag.com/news/2025/02/08/mach2-hydrogen-hub/
https://keelingcapital.substack.com/p/nuclear-fission
https://keelingcapital.substack.com/p/nuclear-fission


The short-sighted, unhelpful and unnecessary  ban on building nuclear
reactors in Ireland in The Planning and Development Act 2024 has serious

negative implications for the  effectiveness and cost  of Ireland's clean

energy plans, and should be reversed.

Sensible energy policy and a credible decarbonisation plan must
feature in  Ireland's next general election. Excluding nuclear from our

energy  policy puts us  at a significant disadvantage internationally and

seriously jeopardises our  chances of achieving Net Zero by 2050.

Meanwhile, support for nuclear energy is growing steadily here.

Please email  TDs and Senators  - start  with this sample letter  - if you

disagree with the bans on Irish nuclear energy and want a more
inclusive and credible Irish energy policy.

We can address your local club, village or extended group of friends.

Please get in touch to arrange an event, either online or in person.

Have you ideas about how to engage more people in  our message of
hope for an affordable clean energy future? Contact us here

Helpful 18for0 Links

18for0 Objectives
18for0 Publications
Got questions? See our FAQ!
Would you like to get involved? Reach out to us!
Got this newsletter via a forward? Subscribe HERE

18for0 - an Irish voluntary group of professionals - firmly believe that Ireland

must assess every technology for its ability to assure our clean energy

future. After all, if we haven't got all the information, how can we know that

we're making the right decisions?

This newsletter is important to us, as it keeps you updated on relevant

developments about nuclear energy suitable for Ireland, confirms your vital

part in our community and lets you know what we've been up to.

We welcome any ideas, help or feedback that you might like to offer.

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flddzbq.clicks.mlsend.com%2Fte%2Fcl%2FeyJ2Ijoie1wiYVwiOjM1NDU4NyxcImxcIjo4ODQwMjA5NDYwNjc3OTQ4MSxcInJcIjo4ODQwMjA5NTg2MTkyNTUzMn0iLCJzIjoiZThjNjdiZGFjMTAwNWI1NSJ9&data=05%7C01%7C%7C4d774bcda175421e796d08db56a4651b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638199036294096779%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9xwVmaPjSLD38xspi%2Fosb8NQZXBuCgfugS9RTMTykFQ%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flddzbq.clicks.mlsend.com%2Fte%2Fcl%2FeyJ2Ijoie1wiYVwiOjM1NDU4NyxcImxcIjo4ODQwMjA5NDYxNDExOTUxNCxcInJcIjo4ODQwMjA5NTg2MTkyNTUzMn0iLCJzIjoiZmIyMGYzODk0ODJkYzYwYSJ9&data=05%7C01%7C%7C4d774bcda175421e796d08db56a4651b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638199036294096779%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5kGmOfLY5KbxF%2FXTrodB0zSfArZ06xln9xvpSyjKRMM%3D&reserved=0
https://www.18for0.ie/contact
https://www.18for0.ie/contact
https://www.18for0.ie/objective
https://www.18for0.ie/publications
https://www.18for0.ie/faq
https://18for0.ie/get-involved
https://www.18for0.ie/newsletter
https://www.18for0.ie/contact

